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DECLARE INDIA A TERRORIST
NATION

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, recently 20
of us wrote to the President urging him to de-
clare India a terrorist nation. India has done a
lot to deserve this designation.

In the letter, we expressed our concern
about the massacre of 35 innocent Sikhs in
Chithi Singhpora, which took place while the
President was visiting India in March. Two
independent investigations have now con-
firmed that the Indian Government carried out
this atrocity.

After the massacre, the government killed
five Kashmiri Muslims, declaring them militants
who were responsible for the massacre. Now
they have admitted that the Muslims they
killed were innocent. When will they admit
their role in the massacre itself?

Until the minority peoples and nations of
India enjoy freedom, there can be no stability
in the subcontinent. It becomes increasingly
clear every day that they cannot enjoy that
freedom within Hindu India. America can also
help to bring freedom to South Asia by cutting
off our aid to India and by openly supporting
self-determination for the people of the Sikh
homeland of Punjab, Khalistan, the predomi-
nantly Muslim Kashmir, Christian Nagalim, and
the other nations seeking their freedom from
India.

Mr. Speaker, | am submitting the letter to
the President into the RECORD for the informa-
tion of my colleagues. It describes the situa-
tion in India in much more detail than | can
possibly go into here.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, June 15, 2000.
HoN. BILL CLINTON, President of the United

States
The White House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: While you were vis-
iting India, 35 innocent Sikhs were mas-
sacred in the village of Chatti Singhpora in
Kashmir. In recent days it has been reported
that the Indian government admitted that
the five Kashmiri Muslims it killed as ‘‘mili-
tants’ responsible for the massacre were in-
nocent. The Punjab Human Rights Organiza-
tion and the Movement Against State Re-
pression recently issued a report showing
that the government’s counterinsurgency
forces, under the command of RAW, the In-
dian intelligence agency, carried out this
massacre. An intensive investigation by the
International Human Rights Organization
also concluded that the Indian government
carried out the massacre. Indian Home Min-
ister L.K. Advani identified the Chatti
Singhpora massacre as one of three recent
events that have helped strengthen India’s
standing in world opinion. He implicitly ad-
mits that India benefitted from this atroc-
ity.

If India can admit that the Muslims it
killed are innocent, when will it admit its
own responsibility for the Chatti Singhpora
massacre? This is a terrible atrocity and the
United States must condernn it in the
strongest possible terms. America must take
action to make it clear that these actions
are unacceptable.

India has also committed similar acts of
terrorism against its Christian population.
Recently, six Christian missionaries were
beaten by militant Hindu fundamentalists
while distributing Bibles and religious tracts
as part of a gospel campaign called ‘‘Love
Ahmedabad.”” They were beaten so savagely
that one of them may lose his arms and legs.
In Indore, St. Paul’s Church was attacked.
These acts are part of a campaign of terror
against Christians that has been in full
swing since Christmas 1998. Whether one is a
Sikh, a Muslim, a Christian, or a member of
another minority, there is no religious free-
dom in India, despite its claim that it is
democratic. The essence of democracy is re-
spect for the rights of all people. Our govern-
ment should work to help bring real democ-
racy to South Asia.

Mr. President, it is time that America
takes a stance against these terrorist atroc-
ities by the Indian government. We urge you
to add India to the list of terrorist nations.
It is also time to stop aid to India until it
observes human rights. And we should put
America on record in support of self-deter-
mination for all the peoples and nations liv-
ing under India’s brutal rule. These are the
most effective steps to bring freedom, pros-
perity, peace, and stability to South Asia.

Sincerely,
DONALD M. PAYNE, M.C.
and others.

——————

DECLARE INDIA A TERRORIST
COUNTRY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, a group of 21 of
us wrote to President Clinton last month ask-
ing him to declare India a terrorist country due
to its terror campaign against Christians and
other minorities. Since Christmas of 1998,
there has been a wave of terrorist attacks
against Christians, Christian churches, and
Christian institutions throughout India.

No one is ever held accountable for these
actions. In fact, Bal Thackeray, leader of Shiv
Sena, recently threatened to engulf the entire
country in violence if he is held accountable
for his part in the 1992 murders of thousands
of people in Bombay. Mr. Thackeray’s party,
Shiv Sena, is a coalition partner of the ruling
BJP and both parties are member organiza-
tions of the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh
(RSS), a Fascist organization with a program
of “Hindu, Hindi, Hindutva, Hindu Rashtra”—in
other words, Hindu rule. BJP leaders have

been quoted as saying that everyone who
lives in India must be Hindu or must be sub-
servient to Hindus. Is this democracy or theoc-
racy?

Recently, a group of four missionaries were
beaten by Hindu nationalists for their religious
work. They were peacefully distributing reli-
gious literature and Bibles. Now one of them
may lose his arms and legs. A Catholic priest
who came under attack from militant Hindus
recently was saved when his landlady, a
Hindu, poured boiling oil on the Hindu mob
that was attacking him. There have been so
many incidents. After the recent murder of an-
other priest, the only eyewitness was picked
up by a police official who was under suspen-
sion. The witness was hanged in his jail cell.
The Indian government ruled that he hung
himself, but it seems to be a murder by the
police.

Hindus chanting “Victory to Hannuman”
burned Graham Stuart Staines, an Australian
missionary, and his 8 and 10 year old sons to
death as they slept in their jeep. Nuns have
been raped, priests have been murdered,
churches have been burned and schools have
been destroyed. All of these acts, and more,
have been done at the hands of militant Hindu
nationalists allied with the RSS. No one has
been punished for any of these atrocities.

Mr. Speaker, Christians are not the only
ones. The Indian government massacred 35
Sikhs in Kashmir during President Clinton’s
visit to India, then tried to blame Kashmiri
“militants.” Two extensive investigations have
confirmed the Indian government’s responsi-
bility.

These latest victims join over 200,000 Chris-
tians, more than a quarter of a million Sikhs,
over 70,000 Kashmiri Muslims, and tens of
thousands of other minorities who have been
kiled in the Indian government’s genocide.
Tens of thousands of Sikhs are held without
charge or trial, as political prisoners in “the
world’s largest democracy.” Well, if India is
really a democracy, it must allow all the peo-
ples and nations under its rule, including the
Christians of Nagaland, the Sikhs of Khalistan,
the Muslims of Kashmir, and the others, to
enjoy self-determination and freedom.

Given its past and present conduct, India
must be declared a terrorist country and we
should stop giving American taxpayers’ money
to the Indian government until its religious ter-
rorism and its killing of minorities end and all
the peoples and nations of South Asia live in
freedom.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to insert our letter
to President Clinton into the RECORD, and |
hope my colleagues will read it. It will be very
informative.
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